
Amauroderma rude (Berk.) Torrend 1920  Red-staining Stalked 
Polypore

Phlyum: Basidiomycota  Class: Polyporales: Order: Ganodermatales  Family: Ganodermataceae

Amauroderma rude (Amour-oh-der-ma rue-day)  is  a  common native species found singularly  or  in
groups all year round, feeding on buried rotten wood, in native eucalypt woodlands and forest (including
rainforest) (Fungimap 2005).

Amauroderma rude is a pantropical species, found throughout most of the tropical areas of the world
but it  also turns up in some temperate areas. The original description for the species (published in
1839), was based on a specimen collected from Tasmania (ANBG 2011).

Along with inhibiting breast cancer cell survival, this species has been shown to have important anti-
cancer properties with 'significantly higher anti-cancer activity in killing cancer cells than the most well-
known medicinal mushroom Ganoderma lucidium' (Reishi mushroom) (Jao et al. 2013). 

The velvety brown cap and stem of this polypore are quite woody and hard. The cap up to 160 mm
across, becomes flattened usually with a central depression with concentric zones in shades of brown.
The centrally located stem may be up to 160 mm in length (Fungimap 2005). The under surface of the
cap has white pores staining a clear red (not brown) when damaged, slowly turning black which is a
useful way to identify this species. You may find leaf litter such as twigs in the cap due to the cap
enveloping them as it grows (Young 2009).

Many polypore species are relatively woody and 'long-lived' – persisting for a month or more, compared
to many of the more delicate gilled fungi that may only persist for 24 hours. A longer life gives this
fungus a larger window of time to disperse its spores with wet weather being thought to trigger their
production (Wheeler & Blackwell 1984).
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